[Analysis of feedstuff for pigs, sent in from veterinary practices for quality control].
Nutritional disorders and a reduced performance are common reasons to send in feedstuffs for quality control. The following review illustrates the main nutritional-related problems on pig farms and presents possible causal relationships between feed/feeding and health disorders. The analysis results of feedstuff and drinking water samples that were sent to the institute for animal nutrition between 2000 and 2009 were evaluated retrospectively. Certain trends were revealed. Whereas previously fertility disorders gave rise to analysis of food samples, in recent years the grinding intensity of mixed feeds (potential relationship to gastric ulcers) has become of more interest. Mixed feed in meal form (n=143) showed a usual particle size structure, whereas pelleted and crumbled diets exhibited undesirable, higher proportions of fine particles. A contamination with pests was only found in a few feed samples (0.9% of analysed feedstuffs in 2007). With only a few exceptions the feedstuffs were of a satisfactory hygienic quality. With respect to the chemical composition of the mixed feeds, differences between analysed and labelled levels were detected in terms of crude fibre (63.0% of 138 analysed feed samples). More than 50% of the feedstuffs (n=64) showed aberrations in the botanical composition. Samples of drinking water were checked to an increasing extent (n=120 in 2009) probably due to the fact that drinking water is defined by law as a feedstuff and evaluation criteria exist. Elevated levels of iron and aerobe bacteria (in 50% and 30.8% of samples, respectively) were among the most common findings. The spectrum of analyses has been expanded in recent years. In many cases a relationship could be found between clinical symptoms and alterations within the feed or the drinking water.